MINUTES

of the

Housing Sub-Group 
held on

Monday 28th June 2010 (9.00 am – 11.00 am)

at
Committee Room B, Town Hall Blackpool
	Present:
	John Donnellon (Chair), Amanda Bennett (Minutes),  Maggie Cornall, Paul Bamber, Christine Wright, Ade Alao, Judith Mills, Susan Walsh, Paul Greenwood.                                                                                                                           


	Apologies:
	Steve Matthews, Hugh Wignall, Fiona McCulloch, Andy Foot.


	1.
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting.

	

	2.
	Matters Arising

None.
	

	3.


	Current Situation
In light of the recent announcements of cuts to the Area Based Grant, John Donnellon updated the group on the current situation.  He explained it was far from a pretty picture and that worse was certainly to come at the Comprehensive Spending Review in the Autumn.

· Ade commented that whilst it certainly is uncertain times and the picture remains foggy the priorities of the Housing Sub-Group remained the same.


	

	4.
	Private Sector Housing Group

John advised that Steve Matthews is progressing this group and will provide a further update at the next meeting.


	

	5.
	Neighbourhoods Working Group

Hugh Wignall will provide an update to the next meeting.


	

	6.
	HCA Single Conversation

John advised that the Single Conversation was moving along well.  Despite the current situation progress is being made.  Neil Pickering from the HCA visited last week and this was a positive experience.  

· Ade added that the process of the Single Conversation is critically important.  Everything has to be fed into the Single Conversation process and will inform the content of the Local Investment Plan.

· Maggie asked if the HCA are going to be the new regularo and John said yes they are.

· Maggie said that the Government needed reminding that the Decent Homes money is spent in the Private Sector locally.
	

	7.
8.
	Any Other Business

· Judith asked if the changes to Housing Benefit were going to affect us and if so how we were addressing it.  Paul Bamber informed Judith that the changes would impact on Blackpool hardly at all.
· Paul Bamber also stated that many of the proposals currently on the table don’t as yet have detail around them and may not get through.

· Ade agreed with Paul and stated that more detail should follow over the next few weeks.

· Judith updated on the implications of the change in Government for the NHS.

· Chris Wright provided her apologies for the next meeting.
Date & Time of Next Meeting

9th August, 9.00 am at Solaris.

	


PAGE  
2

