MINUTES

of the

Environment Sub-Group 
held on

Thursday 29th April 2010 (2.00 pm – 4.00 pm)

at
City Learning Centre
	Present:
	Jonathan Marsh (Chair), Amanda Bennett (Minutes), Alison Warburton, Dave Rothwell, Pietro Simone, Elaine Smith.

                                                                                                                     Action


	Apologies:
	Dave Simper, Judith Mills, Jackie Mutch, Paul Taylor.


	1.
	Introductions
Each member of the Group introduced themselves and their role for the benefit of Graham Page, Guest Speaker.

	

	2.
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes were accepted as a true record of the previous meeting subject to an amendment to show Jackie Mutch in attendance.

	AB


	3.


	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

	

	4.

5.
6.

	Core Strategy Presentation
Graham Page, Group Planning Officer for Blackpool Council talked everyone through the proposals for the Core Strategy document.  Graham explained that it focussed on big strategic issues and includes a number of generic umbrella policies for what Blackpool would like to achieve.

Pietro Simone asked questions around:

· The relationship with Fylde and the need for collaboration with them on the M55 Hub.  

· The Kensington Development on Marton Moss.

· The delays in Fylde getting their Core Strategy completed.

· Ecological assessments completed on the M55 Hub.

Graham informed Pietro that ecological assessments had been undertaken and that nothing significant had been found, Pietro challenged this finding and asked for a copy of the ecological assessment which Amanda Bennett was asked to provide.  He also explained that every effort was being made by Blackpool Council and Government Office North West (GONW) to assist Fylde in completing their Core Strategy document.

Jonathan Marsh asked questions around:
· Infrastructure issues if Fylde don’t come on board

· Concerns around the soundness of the Strategy given that the Surface Water Management Plan isn’t in place.

· Whether in the future there would be a more detailed Development Control Policy to “back up” the contents of the Core Strategy.

Graham informed Jonathan that Fylde need to work with Blackpool on the M55 Hub and that every effort is being made by Blackpool Council and GONW to ensure that this can happen.  However, if Fylde do not collaborate on this development the plans for Marton Moss stand up in their own right.  Graham also informed Jonathan that there were no concerns about the soundness of the Strategy due to the Surface Water Management Plan as it will be developed.  He went on to say that United Utilities are already looking at the impact on the waste management situation should large scale developments go ahead.
Elaine Smith asked:

· Graham to show her clearly on the map the boundary of Fylde and Blackpool.

· For 70 copies of the Core Strategy Consultation Leaflet.

Graham helped Elaine with the map which provided her with additional context as to where things will be.  Graham will also leave 70 copies of the Core Strategy Leaflet at Town Hall Reception for Elaine.

Performance Dashboard
Alison Warburton provided support to the group with regard the performance information.  It was agreed that as the Working Group hadn’t yet all been able to come together to look at the National Indicators and Target Setting that this should be the next step.  Amanda Bennett will organise a new date for this to take place and circulate to those involved.  Elaine Smith queried the number of parks with Green Flag status and Amanda asked Alison Warburton to look into this and report back to the group.
Agenda Items for Future Meetings
It was agreed by everyone present that the sole item on the agenda for the next meeting should be the Core Strategy Consultation, in order that the group can provide detailed feed-in to the process.  Alison Warburton will circulate the Core Strategy as soon as it becomes available so that everyone is familiar with it and has had the opportunity to consider their comments before the meeting.

It was agreed for the August Meeting to ask Mark Scrivens to attend to talk about Parks and Green Spaces.  Dave Rothwell will organise this.
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	7.

8.

	Dates of Future Meetings
There has been considerable confusion over the dates of meetings, Amanda Bennett apologised for the confusion and it was agreed the dates would be reviewed by those present.  Pietro asked if it was possible to move the time of the meeting to 3pm to assist him and no-one present objected.  Therefore the meeting schedule for the rest of 2010 is as follows:

30th June 2010             3-5pm    Solaris       Core Strategy

24th August 2010          3-5pm    Solaris       Parks and Green Spaces

26th October 2010         3-5pm    Solaris      

21st December 2010     3-5pm    Solaris

Jonathan asked that Amanda write out to everyone to advise of the change of dates/times.

Any Other Business

Pietro gave an update on the work being undertaken through Nature Watch.

Jonathan provided an update on his attempts to get United Utilities to engage with the group.
Amanda is to follow up Ray Cassar for an attendee from LFRS and Schools.
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