BSP Communities of Interest and Place
1st November 2010
St Paul’s Church, Honister Avenue



	Present: 
Neil Colquhoun
John Jones
Christopher Wren
Christine Dawson-Brown
Gary Pretty
Bob Williams
John McIntosh
Catherine Mugonyi
Simon Lawton

	

	Apologies: 
Alan Reid
Emma Duffy
Eric Doddemead

Bob Williams reported from the Senior Voice Forum that Eric Doddemead has resigned from his position as chair. His place at this meeting will be taken by the new chair, Hazel Walker, or vice-chair Barbara Thomas. 

	

	Previous minutes
Noted that point 2 should read ‘latest of several attempts’ rather than ‘third’, and that in point 3 ‘Doyle’ should read ‘Divall’. 

	

	Terms of Reference
Amendments agreed at last meeting have been made, but the amended version of the document has not been received by all present. Will be sent out again tomorrow.

The role of this group in reference to the role of the Strong and Active Communities group was discussed. It was felt that there was sufficient duplication between the responsibilities of the two groups to merit a merger. This was agreed by the meeting, but confirmation should  be sought from the Strong and Active Communities Group and the Communities of Place group.

It was also pointed out that little information or direction was received from the BSP executive; roles would be clearer if communication and access to Goal leaders was improved. This in turn would be likely to rekindle interest in the group and improve attendance. The Big Society agenda is an opportunity for the group to raise its profile and to take on a clearer, wider role.

The issue of representation was discussed; it is important that communications and consultation infrastructure is in place to ensure that the views of communities – both of place and interest – are properly represented at the group, and that time necessary for consultations should be taken into account when seeking communities’ views.

It was felt that it is important at this time that the group is proactive in seeking both a clear role and effective representation at the BSP executive. It was agreed that representative/s from the group should attend the next BSP meeting on 16th December to put forward the case for two representatives and to lobby for an increased role for the group. 

	


Emma Duffy





SAC, COP

	Process for Electing Chair and Representative to BSP
The two sub-groups – Communities of Interest and Communities of Place – should elect representatives to attend the BSP executive. Chairs of the COIP group will alternate between these two. This election should take place at the next meetings. 

	

	Any Other Business
Catherine Mugonyi informed the meeting that some restructure of Goal 2 will be taking place in the light of the new focus on Neighbourhood Management. These changes will improve networking and partnership working, and shift the emphasis of the groups from information sharing to task assignment; project sub-groups may need to be created. This will initially be centred on the Housing and Environment groups, but is likely to affect all groups within the Goal.

	

	Date of Next Meetings
Strong and Active Communities Group – Thus 4th November. This will effectively be the next Communities of Interest meeting.

Communities of Place; an emergency meeting needs to be arranged before the next COIP meeting. 

Communities of Interest and Place: 2nd December, 4pm, at CVS

	







