Communities of Interest and Place
Thursday 3rd February, CVS
Minutes


	1. Present:		John Jones (Chair)
			Neil Colquhoun
			John McIntosh
			Christine Wright
			Christine Dawson-Brown
			Catherine Mugonyi
			Sue Close
			Bernard Booth
			Steve Hodgkins
			Simon Lawton	
		
	

	2. Apologies: 	Christopher Wren
			Jamal Jenkins
			Barbara Thomas
			Ian Treasure

	




	3. Previous minutes:

TSSP Strategy – to be sent to Bernard Booth and Sue Close

Communities of Place minutes – will be sent out in time for the next meeting.

BSP Feedback – John Jones and Christopher Wren have been invited to the Goal Champion’s meeting with Richard Debicki and Cllr Tony Williams. The group were invited to make John or Christopher aware of any issues they feel should be taken to the meeting.

Funding, publicity – John Jones has contacted the College; they are keen to participate. He and John McIntosh will arrange to meet students and tutors to discuss designs for publicity and branding.

Bispham roundabout – Chris Wright has contacted Cllr Tony Williams who will look into this.

	

SL


SL



ALL










	4. Group action plan

It was felt that the group weren’t aware that they needed to have a clear plan before Mr Debicki’s visit. The key action points were discussed:
i. To look at where the group should sit within the BSP structure – Goal 2, or across all Goals?

ii. The membership of the group should be expanded to include a wider range of communities of interest – possibly ethnic minorities, Neighbourhood Organisers (or similar representatives of priority areas such as residents’ associations), LINks, small businesses.

iii. Possibly a larger representation on the group from Communities of Place – it was suggested that all vice-chairs could be invited. 

iv. The importance of raising awareness of the group as a channel of representation was discussed – there should be attendance at public events and clarity of purpose for the group so that publicity materials can be clear and focused. It was agreed that the Terms of Reference should be consulted to provide guidance on this. Simon Lawton will send out the Terms of Reference with the minutes. 
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	5. TSSP and Neighbourhood Organisers update

TSSP – the current funding will end this financial year. Continuing funding is being discussed but precisely how much will be made available is ‘up in the air’ until budgets are clear. It is likely that there will need to be a clearer focus on project delivery around the current themes and continued emphasis on community involvement. 

Neighbourhood Organisers project – 
Public meetings about the project were held on 29th Jan; turnout was not as high as hoped considering the pre-publicity (8,000 leaflets, Gazette and Radio Lancs etc). Further recruitment will now be carried out through local community organisations. 

Funding for further training specifically aimed at recruiting young people as Neighbourhood Organisers is being applied for. Mentors for new Neighbourhood Organisers are also being sought – volunteers from this group would be welcome.

Options were discussed for progressing the project with fewer volunteers – either extending into other wards or accepting the number of volunteers from the pilot wards and evaluating the project on that basis. 
It was agreed that the latter course would be adopted; training will be provided as required, to the number of volunteers available. 

The issue of CRB checks for volunteers was discussed. CVS are having some problems with the CRB around whether or not Neighbourhood Organisers can or should be checked. If the issue is not resolved with the CRB, Steve Hodgkins offered to look into the possibility of running police checks on the initial group. 
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	6. Any Other Business

BSP board meeting – Issues to take to the meeting were discussed. 

It was agreed that the main point to raise was around the effect of the current cuts on key support services – particularly preventative services to young people and support to elderly and vulnerable people. 

The Communities of Interest group wished to express concern that continuing pressure on these vital services will lead to long- and medium-term problems, and would like guidance on what action they can take to help mitigate the effects of the cuts.
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	7. Date of Next Meeting:

Thursday 3rd March 4.00pm, CVS

	




